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SRS FIA Information Update

I have covered this topic in past issues of The Inventory but it is important enough 
to the success and direction of the Forest Inventory and Analysis (FIA) Program to 
mention it again. The FIA Program is given input on the direction, focus, and areas to 
emphasize in the implementation of the FIA Program from many groups, individuals, and 
policymakers in the government. Some of this input is formal and much of it is informal. 
One of these opportunities for formal feedback is coming next month–the National FIA 
User Group meeting (see article in this edition of The Inventory for logistical details for 
the upcoming National FIA User Group Meeting).

Also to refocus on past requests, I am restating the request for you readers to provide 
input on how you have used FIA data (excerpted from June 2016 edition of The 
Inventory).

We have used this newsletter to share information about projects and publications that 
Southern Research Station (SRS) FIA staff have completed. I know many of you are using 
FIA data. So just like the National FIA Symposia, this is your opportunity to share what 
you are doing with FIA data or other inventory/monitoring data. This is your invitation 
to submit articles summarizing what you are doing. A couple of details:

1) We publish quarterly–March, June, September, and December of each year.

2) Submissions are due approximately 2 weeks prior to the fi rst day of the month
listed above.

3) If you are citing an article in print, please provide a link to the document, if
available.

4) One or two tables and/or charts can be included in your submission.

5) We generally like to have an email address and phone number, so if readers have
questions they can follow up with the main contact.

As always, if you have any technical questions regarding FIA, please submit those 
questions to Charlene Walker (cwalker@fs.fed.us) and we will address them in a future 
issue of The Inventory. Thank you for your interest in FIA and please let us know how 
we may serve you in the future.

Bill Burkman
SRS FIA Program Manager
bburkman@fs.fed.us
865-862-2073

Forest Inventory and Analysis
4700 Old Kingston Pike
Knoxville, TN 37919
865-862-2000
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The FIA Program relies on periodic meetings with 
users and clients to ensure that the Program is 
providing the highest quality service and meeting 
planned objectives. Each year, the USDA Forest 
Service, the Society of American Foresters, and 
National Council for Air and Stream Improvement, 
Inc. (NCASI) collaborate to organize a National FIA 
User Group meeting. The 2017 National FIA User 
Group meeting will held April 4-6, 2017 at the USFS 
Forest Products Laboratory (FPL) in Madison, WI. 

A block of rooms is being held at the Hyatt Place, 
333 West Washington Avenue, Madison, WI 
53703. Transportation from hotel to the FPLwill 

be provided. Please visit http://www.regonline.
com/fiausergroup2017 for more information and to 
register. Registration is free.

Contact Information:

Hotel: John Barnwell at Society of American 
Foresters, barnwellj@safnet.org.

General: Steve Prisley at NCASI, sprisley@ncasi.org. 
Field Trip: Andy Stoltman at Wisconsin Department 

of Natural Resources, andrew.stoltman@wisconsin. 
gov.

Registration: Karen Phelps at NCASI, kphelps@
ncasi.org.

National FIA Users Group 
Meeting

On Friday, March 10, FIA Deputy Program 
Manager J.T. Vogt and Forester Larry Cyprian 
attended a “Science Day” function at the Carpenter’s 
Elementary School Outdoor Environmental 
Classroom. The Classroom, a 16-acre woodlot behind 
the school with a constructed wetland, spring, cattail 
marsh, pine forest, stream, and bottomland hardwood 
forest, was developed into a learning facility with 
help from Southern Research Station in the form of 
>$40K in grant monies to support development of 
interpretive signage along a 0.8 mile trail winding 
through the site. 

J.T. and Larry discussed the day-to-day work of an 
FIA forester, giving the kids an opportunity to see 
and try out some of the typical equipment a forester 
uses. This was followed by some hands-on experience 
with things typically found in the forest and a lesson 
on emerald ash borer. Evidence of the borer could 
easily be seen within the site, with several felled trees 
that have been killed over the last few years. Science 
day activities occur twice per year at the school, and 
offer an opportunity to engage approximately 300 
kindergarten through fi fth grade school children. 
Several other organizations contribute time and effort 
during science days, including National Park Service, 
Tennessee Wildlife Resource Agency, and Foothills 
Nature Conservancy.

FIA Engages With 
Elementary Kids

Dr. J.T. Vogt demonstrates emerald ash borer damage to a 
group of schoolchildren. Larry Cyprian, FIA forester, demonstrates the use 

of a hypsometer at Carpenter’s Elementary School 
Science Day.
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Current Status of FIA 
Data Posted

For more information, contact 
Ali Conner at 865-862-2228 or 
aconner@fs.fed.us.

FY 2017 Publications 
Published since December 
2016 continued
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State
Cycle 

start date 
Subcycle 
start date 

Cycle and 
inventory year of 
current inventory

Percent of 
current subcycle 

collection 
completed 

Alabama 2016 Aug-16 10-2017 52
Arkansas 2016 Jan-16 11-2016 79

Florida 2014 June-16 10-2016 48

Georgia 2015 May-16 11-2016 49

Kentucky 2016 May-16 8-2015 86

Louisiana 2016 May-16 9-2016 37

Mississippi 2016 Feb-16 10-2016 71

North Carolina 2016 Oct-16 10-2017 38

Oklahoma (east) 2015 Aug-16 9-2016 57

Oklahoma (west) 2009 May-16 2-2016 1

Puerto Rico 2016 May-16 6-2016 98

South Carolina 2012 Jan-16 11-2016 100

Tennessee 2016 Aug-16 10-2015 36

Texas (east) 2013 Feb-16 10-2016 95

Texas (west) 2016 Sept-16 2-2015 24

U.S. Virgin Islands 2014 Sept-14 3-2014 100
Virginia 2012 Oct-16 10-2016 20
Information compiled February 28, 2017. 

Status of Current Field 
Inventories

For more information, contact 
Dale Trenda at 865-862-2039 
or dtrenda@fs.fed.us.

Most Recent FIA Data by State and Collection Year

2013

2014

2015

2016

https://www.treesearch.fs.fed.us/pubs/50398
https://www.srs.fs.usda.gov/pubs/53576
https://www.treesearch.fs.fed.us/pubs/52339
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Harvest and Utilization 
Studies

For additional information, contact 
Jim Gray at 828-713-3190 or 
jagray@fs.fed.us; David Wall at 
828-713-7873 or djwall@fs.fed.us;
James Bentley at 865-862-2056
or jamesbentley@fs.fed.us;
or Jason Cooper at 865-862-2009
or jasoncooper@fs.fed.us.

Within FIA is a small section identifi ed   as the 
Resource Use Team. This group is tasked with 
studying timber harvest utilization. Through the 
data collected we can analyze and report on timber 
products, volume used, logging residue, and the 
changing timber industry. We have partnered with 
well-trained groups, such as State forestry agencies, 
universities, and federal fi eld crew to perform the fi eld 
work that makes this program successful. 

Utilization studies are collected nationally for data 
collection, processing and reporting consistency. 
The main goal is to provide an estimate of softwood 
and hardwood volume used and volume left in the 
woods as logging residue. These factors are used to 
refi ne estimates of logging residue, based on FIA 
removals data. The study provides information on 
utilization factors for the estimate of growing stock 
and nongrowing stock logging residue. By collecting 
utilization study data annually, these factors can 
be updated with changing markets and harvesting 
methods. 

In the south, survey crews randomly select and 
measure felled trees on active harvest operations. Data 
are collected on an average of 20 sites per State per 
year, and they are distributed evenly by product across 
each State. This provides information on logging in 
the south and some general characteristics of trees 
harvested for various products; examples of which are 
average diameter at breast height by product, average 
bole length by product, average heights of residual 
stumps, and average diameter outside bark at the end 
of utilization. 

Data are also collected on the harvest area. These data 
include tract size, forest type, physiographic class, 
stand origin, etc. Additionally, logging equipment and 
logger demographic data are collected. This is done 
to enhance an ongoing project with another Southern 
Research Station work unit. Additional crown and 
bark measurements are collected. This has allowed 
the utilization study to assist the National Biomass 
Equation Group in collecting additional data to refi ne 
biomass estimates.

From left to right: Mike Maki, Phil Fry, and Mike Howell measuring a 
hardwood tree for Utilization Study in Arkansas.
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National and Southern FIA Web sites of Interest

National FIA Web site: http://www.fia.fs.fed.us
National FIA database available at: http://www.fia.fs.fed.us/tools-data/
National Timber Product Output (TPO) database available at: http://srsfia2.fs.fed.us/
National Woodland Owner Survey Web site: http://www.fia.fs.fed.us/nwos/
Information specific to Southern States: http://srsfia2.fs.fed.us/
Electronic copies of SRS FIA publications at: http//www.srs.fs.usda.gov/pubs/
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FIA is a USDA Forest Service research 
work unit which collects, analyzes, 
and reports on data pertaining to our 
forest land in the Southern region. 
This region includes Alabama, 
Arkansas, Florida, Georgia, Kentucky, 
Louisiana, Mississippi, North Carolina, 
Oklahoma, Puerto Rico, South 
Carolina, Tennessee, Texas, the U.S. 
Virgin Islands, and Virginia.

FIA conducts this program of research 
to improve the understanding of the 
Southern forest ecosystem. 

Government and private agencies 
utilize this data to monitor forest 
resources, forest use, and forest health. 
The collection of data is done on private 
and public land. 

Our system development success is 
a direct result of our partners, our 
talented scientists, analysts, computer 
specialists, and other staff members 
who have continually contributed to the 
mission of this complex project.

In accordance with Federal civil rights laws and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights regulations 
and policies, the USDA, its Agencies, offi ces, and employees, and institutions participating in or administering 
USDA programs are prohibited from discriminating based on race, color, national origin, religion, sex, gender 
identity (including gender expression), sexual orientation, disability, age, marital status, family/parental status, 
income derived from a public assistance program, political beliefs, or reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights 
activity, in any program or activity conducted or funded by USDA (not all bases apply to all programs). Remedies 
and complaint fi ling deadlines vary by program or incident.

Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communications for program information (e.g., Braille, 
large print, audiotape, American Sign Language, etc.) should contact the responsible Agency or USDA’s TARGET 
Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TTY) or contact USDA through the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339.

To fi le a program discrimination complaint, complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form, 
AD-3027, found online at http://www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint_fi ling_cust.html and at any USDA offi ce or write 
a letter addressed to USDA and provide in the letter all of the information requested in the form. To request a 
copy of the complaint form, call (866) 632-9992. Submit your completed form or letter to USDA by: (1) mail: U.S. 
Department of Agriculture, Offi ce of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, 
Washington, D.C. 20250-9410; (2) fax: (202) 690-7442; or (3) email: program.intake@usda.gov.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender.




